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September 29, 2023  

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10:00 am 

HPUMC Anniversary 
 

Theme:  Catch the spirit of 66 
“Spirit FILLED,  Spirit FED, & Spirit LED” 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:7 - For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  

Rev. Marcus Jones is a native of Dallas, Texas, 

and proud alumnus of Huston-

Tillotson University. He  has a 

B.A. in Business Management 

and a Master of Divinity de-

gree in African-American Church Studies from Per-

kins School of Theology at SMU. 

 He is a published writer, with articles relating to 

Church, pop culture, Christianity, religion and hip-

hop. His focus is helping people see the healthy bal-

ance between religious and secular engagement in 

hip-hop and arts. When he is not reading books, he is 

writing for his blog, The Informed Scholar. 

 While all of these things are great, there is nothing 

he is more proud of than being a father to his two 

sons, and a dedicated and faithful husband to his 

wife. His life goal is to become a bridge of love and 

information, leading and guiding people from one 

side to the other as they cross his path! 

Dr. Sheron C. Patterson - Sr. Pastor 

http://www.informedscholar.wordpress.com/


  

P a g e  2  N e w s  @  t h e  p a r k  

DBC’s new gro-
cery store-style 
food pantry offers 
dignity, choice 
Since 1946, the Dallas Bethlehem 
Center (DBC) has empowered 
and resourced the South Dallas 
community; today, this comes in 
the form of early childhood pro-
gramming, food distribution and 
stand-out signature events. This 
fall, DBC revamped its approach 
to food programs and imagined a 
new way to meet needs in their 
community. 

The area that DBC serves is a 
USDA-designated ‘food desert,’ 
meaning that 20% of the popula-
tion lives at or below poverty level 
and more than a third live at least 
one mile away from the nearest 
grocery store. 

Every week, the long food pantry 
line is a visible reminder of the 
urgent need for affordable food. 
For many clients, this won’t be 
their only stop. They will visit mul-
tiple food pantries in a week, not 
out of selfishness, but to bridge 
the gap between their budgets 
and their families’ hunger. 

“Because our pantry was open 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on 
Thursdays, it meant many clients 
had to take off work to come pick 
up food,” explained DBC Board 
Chair Harden Weidemann. “Not 
only was that not conducive to 
families who work, but it ran coun-
ter to the self-sufficiency and em-
ployment we encourage. We 
knew we could find a better way 
to do this work.” 

On Aug. 22, that better way came 
to fruition with the grand opening 
of The Bethlehem Market, a food 
pantry built on the model of client 
choice. Set up grocery store-style, 

The 
Beth-
lehem 
Mar-
ket 
allows 

clients to check in and browse the 
shelves and produce bins, making 
their own grocery selections. 

“It was important to us that The 
Bethlehem Market truly give cli-
ents autonomy when making de-
cisions about their family’s diets,” 
said Jami Russell, Executive Di-
rector. “This model allows shop-
pers to choose the items that will 
work for their families’ meals and 
pass on the ones that they know 
wouldn’t be eaten. On the food 
distribution side, it also means 
that those items can stay on the 
shelf, ready to bless another fami-
ly that will put them to use.” 

In addition to offering a new way 
to shop for groceries, The Bethle-
hem Market brings extended 
hours to better address the needs 
of working clients. New hours are 
5-7 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Thurs-
days. 

Beyond reorganizing its food pan-
try, DBC is further working to help 
their neighbors extend their gro-
cery budgets by providing two 
hot, healthy dinner meals each 
week. Every Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening from 5-7 
p.m., DBC staff and volunteers 
serve a Family Dinner style meal 
to 50 to 75 clients, including sin-
gle parents, seniors, school-age 
children and those living on the 
streets. “For the adults, we often 
hear that this meal is the only 
time they have eaten that day,” 
Russell said. “It is fulfilling to 
know that every child who attends 
will go to bed with a full stomach.” 

DBC is also engaging in new part-
nerships. 

A South Dallas nonprofit has 
identified three local sites – in-
cluding DBC – for an 18-month 
pilot program to increase access 
to groceries and healthy food 
through online ordering. Under 
the test program, clients will shop 
at DBC’s food pantry in person 
and place online orders to fill any 
remaining gaps. The supple-
mental groceries will be delivered 
to DBC in refrigerated trucks for 
pick up the next day. 

The partnership with this re-
nowned nonprofit will also bring 
renovations to DBC’s physical 
building, the addition of a new 10-
seat computer lab and staff to 
support the lab’s operation, bene-
fit screenings and workforce de-
velopment programs. 

“We know that this important pro-
ject will help our clients stretch 
their budgets even further and 
encourage healthier eating habits. 
In the next few months, we will 
announce the names of the won-
derful nonprofits that are helping 
DBC innovative and grow to the 
next level in food distribution,” 
Russell said. “We are looking for-
ward to the ways our collabora-
tion will improve lives and connect 
our community to valuable solu-
tions and resources.” 

To learn more about DBC, includ-
ing how to get involved, visit 
www.dallasbethlehemcenter.org. 
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Andrekia Chandler 
Jody Livingston 
Pam Williams  

Roger & Shirley Bouyer 
Shirley Pleasant 

Don & Diane Anderson 
Herman & Linda Manning  

Robert & Eric Phifer 
The Stanley family 
The Slatter family  

Mable Hilburn 
James Bebe 
Cathy Parker 
James White 

Joan Humphreys  
Kathy Turner  

Caroline Ramos (child) 
The Robertson family 

Geraldine Vine 
Ellen Long 

Shirley Dillard  
Shaun Martin (H) 

Breseha Jones & family  
Doris Vance - (Family Death) 

Pam Polk 
Eartha Walls 
Kathy Turner 

 

This is a prayer request and sick & shut in list  (Hospital) 

 

College & Career Devotion 
 Praise and Prayers to the events on Wednesday evenings?  These 
are mostly those who are age 25 and younger who have graduat-

ed from our Ignite Youth Ministry.  We meet each Wednesday 
evening from 8:30-9:00pm via zoom.  Please contact Kathy via 

email or text for zoom address. 



   

EVENTS 

 

Men of The Park! 
Join us each Sunday Morning at 9 am for Sunday School in Rm 
111. We study the Word of God each week from our Echoes Sun-
day School Book. All are welcome!  

STAY CONNECTED: 
 Senior Bible Study - Wednesday @ 10:00 am in the church 

library. 

 Wednesday Night  - Faith & Family  

 Thursday Prayer 4:00pm-5:00pm -  Beverly Galimore  (605-475-

3200 /    Code: 168 199) 

 Worship Service - 10:00 am ( in person, Facebook or Website) 

LSM Basic 
Class 

Oct. 21 and 28: This course 
is the foundation for all the 
other Learning & Leading 
courses for Lay Servant 

Ministries, and is required to 
become a Certified Lay 

Servant and Lay Speaker. 
This in-person class is at 
Mt. Zion UMC. Register  

https://notesforanewday.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d4ce057401917b1ec6f4bf51&id=94d4eb0544&e=d679c3a2cc

