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Presenting Deaconess Dee-Dee Spivey the board of directors of the United
Women of Faith. Deaconesses are a
We are very
part of a covenant community that is
proud of Dearooted in Scripture, informed by histoconess Spivey
ry, driven by mission, ecumenical in
and her
scope, and global in outreach.
achievements
in the United The Deaconess call to ministries of
Methodist
love, justice, and service is defined in
Church. She
Paragraph 1913.1 of the United Methwill be comodist Book of Discipline.
missioned at the Deaconess CommisWhat drew you to it?
sioning Service at the North Texas
Annual Conference, held at First Unit- I was led to become a Deaconess
through much prayer and discerned Methodist Church of Richardson,
on Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at 10:00 am. ment. I knew what God was calling me
The congregation is invited to attend to. I just didn’t know the path that I
should take. At that time, I had never
or watch via live stream at
heard of a Deaconess. Along my quest
ntcumc.org.
for revelation of the appropriate path
Deaconess Spivey offers insight into
to take, I met with spiritual mentors,
her new position and her future in this
numerous ministers, and others. In
Q&A article.
2018, after a few years of research
What is a Deaconess?
and discernment, I had a conversation
with Lay Minister Dwight and Cynthia
A Deaconesses is a laywoman who is
Harry who provided me information
called by God to be in a lifetime relaon the Office of Deaconess and Home
tionship in The United Methodist
Missioner.
Church for engagement with a fulltime vocation in ministries of love,
What is the process to become a
justice, and service. They are profesDeaconess ?
sionally trained persons who have
Following a year of correspondence, I
been led by the Holy Spirit to devote
began the admission process which
their lives to Christlike service under
consisted of an extensive application
the authority of the church. The perand an invitation to interview. In 2019,
son’s entire vocational time is devoted
upon being accepted as a Deaconess
to work of ministry in the field of labor
Candidate, I was required to attend
to which one is appointed by the bishthe first course, Theology of Mission,
op. They are approved through a proin Asheville, NC. All educational
cess established by United Women in
coursework for Deaconess Candidates
Faith, Consecrated and Commissioned
were through St. Phillip’s School of
by a bishop at settings approved by
Theology.

Sunday &
Wednesday
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

What is the best part of being a Deaconess?
My call to ministry as a Deaconess is
in Disability and Special Needs. I also
have interests in Outreach and assisting families and individuals who
are in crisis situations. A requirement
of becoming a Deaconess is that the
candidate have professional, vocational training, or certification in the area
in which they are called to serve. God
had already been preparing and equipping me for ministry in these areas,
although I didn’t know it. My preparation includes a Bachelors Degree in
Social Work, Masters Degree in Social
Work, Masters Degree in Special Education, Graduate Certificate in Autism
and Developmental Disabilities, and
most recently, completion of requirements for the Educational Diagnostician Certification.
What will you do in this role?
As a Deaconess, I serve as a Special
Educator. I teach children who have
physical and mental disabilities and I
provide supportive services and empowerment to their families. Beginning in July, I will also be serving on
the North Texas Conference Board of
Church and Society, class of 2026. The
best part of being a Deaconess is
knowing that the work that I do each
day has been consecrated and blessed
by God.
“Whatsoever you do to the least of
my brothers, that you do unto me.”
Matthew 25:40

Path 2 Nourishment
Saturday, June 4th
10:00 - 11:00 am

Holy Ghost Academy was a Success!

Holy Ghost, Signs that you have the Holy Ghost, and
Gifts of the Holy Ghost.

Let’s give God some praise for the
successful completion of our first Holy The goal of the academy is to prepare and propel
Christians deeper into their faith so that they may
Ghost Academy.
serve as a blessing to the body of Christ, so the Holy
As your pastor I strive to ensure that
Spirit may richly dwell in them and, they can operate
we are educated and informed on Bi- in their Spiritual gifts.
ble- based, Christian living.
I leave you with one of favorite scripture on the Holy
The Holy Ghost Academy is a vision
Spirit found in Psalm 139:7-12
from God brought to reality. As a lifelong Methodist
I know that any discussion of the Holy Ghost tends to 7 Where can I go from your Spirit?
intimidate and infuriate, because there is a lack of
Where can I flee from your presence?
education.
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
Our class faithfully plunged into Pneumatology,
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
which is the theology of the Holy Ghost, for the past
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
four weeks on Wednesday, via Zoom. The students
came with an excitement to learn more about this
if I settle on the far side of the sea,
mysterious, often misunderstood Holy Ghost.
10 even there your hand will guide me,
Robert and I were honored the lead the class, and we
your right hand will hold me fast.
learned a lot along the way. We constantly reminded
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
the class that none of us are experts on the Holy
Ghost. We serve a Triune God beyond our compreand the light become night around me,”
hension . Our attempts to wrap our finite minds
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;
around the infinite are impossible, but the attempts
the night will shine like the day,
demonstrate our love and devotion to our God, and
they strengthen our faith.
for darkness is as light to you.
Some of the topics discussed included; Who is the
Holy Ghost?, The Holy Ghost in the Old Testament,
The Holy Ghost in the New Testament, Jesus and the

Have a Blessed & Productive Week!

Join us for Children’s Church at
10am Sunday mornings!

When: Sunday’s
Time: 9:00 A.M
A.M..

Here are opportunities for our children and youth:
Children's Worship, Learning and Faith with Friends:



STAY CONNECTED:

Faith & Family Wednesdays 7:00pm - zoom 969 8426
3845. (code 11881)
Youth Worship and Devotions - Faith Over Fear:



Sunday afternoons 4:00pm - zoom 976 8069 6867 (code
11881)



Thursday evenings 8:30pm - zoom 976 8069
6867 (code 11881)
For questions, contact Kathy Griffith:
kgriffith@theparkumc.org



Senior Bible Study - Wednesday @ 10:00 am in the
church library.



Wednesday Night Bible Study



Thursday Prayer 4:00pm-5:00pm - Beverly Galimore
(605-475-3200 / Code: 168 199)




Worship Service - 10:00 am (Facebook or Website)
Sunday School - 9:00 am - 9:45 am In Person

Church Office Hours:

Using your smart device
DOWNLOAD The Upper
Room

Monday
Monday--Thursday
11am
11am--3pm
Emergency contact
Art Mosley 469
469--951
951--7842

Giving Statement inquiries
info@theparkumc.org

Have any news for “The Park”
newsletter?
email
amosley@theparkumc.org

Marcus M. Jones, M.Div.
Guest Preacher
Sunday, June 12th @ 10:00 AM
Marcus Jones is a native of Dallas, Texas, and serves as Pastor/Director of The University of Texas at Arlington Wesley Campus Ministry. He is a proud alum of Huston-Tillotson University where he acquired a B.A. in
Business Management with a minor in Marketing. Marcus furthered his studies to receive a Master of Divinity
degree in Black Church Studies from Perkins School of Theology at SMU.
He is a published writer, his most recent book entitled Christ the Yard: A Guide to Christian Living and Ministry on the College Campus. His writing catalog contains articles relating to Church, pop culture, Christianity,
religion and hip-hop. His ministry focuses on helping people see the healthy balance between religious and
secular engagement in hip-hop and arts. Marcus loves reading, and when he is not reading books, he is writing for his blog, The Informed Scholar.
While all of these things are great, there is nothing he is prouder of than being a father to his two sons, Jalen
(15) and Ian (7), and next week will celebrate 11 years as husband to his wife, Tiffany. His life goal is

to become a bridge of love and information, leading and guiding people from one side to the
other as they cross his path!
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Dallas Life Church and HPUMC
UMM MONRNING PRAYER
CALL Monday through Friday at
6:30 AM or 12:30 PM.
Call in Info:
Phone# (716) 427-1128
Access# 626898

