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Sunday &
Wednesday
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

March Theme-Unity / 1st Corinthians 12:12
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

7:oo am Prayer Call
+13462487799,,83877334302#,,,,*670904
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Cassie Phifer 3/17th

IN Person Worship has returned to the
CLC Sunday’s @ 9:00 am
Have a Blessed & Productive Week!

Saturday, March 19th 10:00 am - 11:00 am

via Zoom

Leaders Training with Dr. Patterson
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87549469835?
pwd=WXhkNlEyQnZXSnFNOXFhaFFhTU1Jdz09

Meeting ID: 875 4946 9835
Passcode: 443035

Holy Conversations At Holy Covenant UMC Lay Groundwork For Change
the peak of knowing and understanding about other people. What we
On March 6, United Methodists from all walks of life gathered at Holy
bring to the table with this program is flexible enough to draw you in and
Covenant UMC to participate in Project Unity’s Together We Dine. The
help you wherever you are.”
program facilitates conversations between people of different races
following a shared meal. Around 100 members from Holy Covenant and
Hamilton Park UMC engaged in the process, which Holy Covenant used
Holy Covenant UMC member
to kick off their Lenten series focusing on different aspects of justice.
Helma Gentry sees the potential
to build empathy. “I believe that
this can only enhance our ability
to understand each other, to
come together to make sure that
our children and our grandchildren have the right to live in love
without the inkling of being racist.
It's not inside of us. It's learned.”

Together We Dine provides a trained facilitator at each table and creates space for people no matter their experiences with race. Primarily a
listening exercise, the hope for Together We Dine is to deepen empathy
and promote learning from one another’s experiences. Around the tables at Holy Covenant, people talked with strangers about their upbringing, not being exposed to minority communities until adulthood, feeling
concerned about today’s political rhetoric and the impact of racial tensions in their communities.

Holy Covenant Church Council Chair John Mays reflected a similar
sentiment. “My faith plays a huge role in this because I believe that God
“My hope and prayer is that we begin a deeper conversation about
doesn't teach us to hate, God teaches us to love. So to me, racism is
race,” said Rev. Cheryl Murphy, senior pastor of Holy Covenant UMC.
incompatible with Christian teaching.”
“Our community is so diverse and loves having that as a part of our
DNA. However, we need to be ready to honestly share our own stories.
My hope is that we will begin to address real systemic issues that impact Hamilton Park UMC member Sheila Dyson appreciated the invitation to
our community. That journey begins with conversation from all different participate and hear from people across a broad range of ages, as well
people gathered together.”
as ethnicities, at another United Methodist Church. “Where better than in
Events like this are examples of
the church leading the way toward unity and reconciliation.
“The church must lead the way
toward racial reckoning,” said
Rev. Dr. Sheron Patterson, senior
pastor of Hamilton Park UMC.
“Clearly, our society would have
us at each other’s throats.”

God's house to feel comfortable, to share your heart,” Dyson said. “If
you create a safe environment for people to speak, if you create a place
where they feel that your heart is in the right place and you are welcoming them to be who they are, I think they will come.”
Terry Allen, who serves as a Together We Dine facilitator, said he participates “to make sure that we deliver on our promise to be inclusive, to
leave a world behind that we want for our children, and also to build a
world that appreciates differences as if they are valued. So if I can be
part of moving that needle, I have to be here.”

Both pastors reflected on the need for the church to take up this work of He said the best part of the day was turning uncomfortable conversamaking space for true listening and reconciliation. “It is up to us. Period,” tions into comfortable ones to the point where members of his group
Rev. Dr. Patterson said.
were applauding one another after each person spoke by the end.
Holy Covenant member Ashley Norris said this is just the beginning of
the journey for her and her church. She was struck by the willingness of
people to sit and talk honestly with one another. “I don't know if that has
been something that people have been willing to do before. Because it’s
hard," Norris said. "We cried together today, and it was impactful. This
makes us want to go out and have more of those experiences and bring
more people in."
“As Pastor Richie Butler, who is the founder of Project Unity, always
says, we like to meet people where they are,” said Charlene Edwards,
director of programs and events at Project Unity. “So it doesn't matter if
you are new to the conversation on race or if you consider yourself at

Pastor Murphy is hopeful that
there can be future endeavors
with Together We Dine across
the United Methodist connection,
if discomfort and fear can be put
aside. “Sadly, there are some
that feel diversity, equity and
inclusion are threatening and
something to fear,” Rev. Murphy
said. “There is a fear of the ‘other.’ However, I can’t imagine that any
United Methodist clergy and laity would not benefit from this type of
conversation about race. This program speaks to all that makes us an
amazingly diverse church.”

Here are opportunities for our children and youth:
Children's Worship, Learning and Faith with Friends:



STAY CONNECTED:

Faith & Family Wednesdays 7:00pm - zoom 969 8426
3845. (code 11881)
Youth Worship and Devotions - Faith Over Fear:



Sunday afternoons 4:00pm - zoom 976 8069 6867 (code
11881)



Thursday evenings 8:30pm - zoom 976 8069
6867 (code 11881)
For questions, contact Kathy Griffith:
kgriffith@theparkumc.org



Tuesday Night GAP Young Adult Bible Study - 8:009:00pm (774-220-4000 / Code: 118 812 or see Facebook for the Zoom information)



Senior Bible Study - Wednesday @ 10:00 am in the
church library.



Thursday Prayer 4:00pm-5:00pm - Beverly Galimore
(605-475-3200 / Code: 168 199)



Worship Service - 9:00am (Facebook or Website)

Church Office Hours:

Using your smart device
DOWNLOAD The Upper
Room

Monday-Thursday
11am-3pm
Emergency contact
Art Mosley 469-951-7842

Giving Statement inquiries
info@theparkumc.org

Have any news for “The Park”
newsletter?
email
amosley@theparkumc.org

Marilyn Boyd

Minnie Jackson

Carolyn Laney

Brenda Land

The Sampson family

Mit Lampkin

Dorothy BrownLaSalle

Ed and Debbie Dunn Ashton Smith

Ester Bean (H)

Mrs. La Petta Collier

Erma Chappell

Jackie Spann

Sharon Bunton

Stephanie Gee

Candis De Vaughn

Pat West

Linda Boyd

Claudia Claridy

Ruth Robinson

Tyler Goins

Yvonne Boyd

Harry McCalla

Karen Harkey

Dorothy Cooper

Celia Reece

Marjorie Thomas

Louis Robinson

Marcia Johnson

Mary Jefferson

Cynthia Lusk

Mammie Johnson

Shawn De Vaughn

Al & Mary Nickson

Donna Hamilton

Brendon Moore

Melvin Tucker

Elsie Sneed

Sharon Turnley

Ada Phillips

Rene Duke

Amanda Lawal

Marie Booker family

Debbie Spencer

David Kemp

Ira Williams

Hazel Kemp

Ezell Holley

The Logan family

Dallas Life Church and HPUMC
UMM MONRNING PRAYER
CALL Monday through Friday at
6:30 AM or 12:30 PM.
Call in Info:
Phone# (716) 427-1128
Access# 626898

